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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Sir: 

In accordance with the duty of disclosure as set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, Applicants 
hereby submit the following information in conformance with 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98. In 
accordance with the PTO notice dated July 1 1, 2003, waiving the requirement under 37 CFR 
1.98 (a)(2)(i) for submitting copies of each cited U.S. Patent, for all U.S. national patent 
applications filed after June 30, 2003, no copies of U.S. Patents are enclosed. However, 
copies of foreign patents and non-patent literature are submitted under 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2). 

The docimients are being submitted before the first Office Action on the merits, 
therefore no fee or certification is required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 

Enclosed is a copy of the Intemational Search Report dated February 10, 2004 in 
related PCT Application No. PCT/JP03/1 1608 which claims the same Japanese priority as the 
instant application. The references cited in the search report are provided on sheet 1 of the 
attached Form PTO- 1449. 

Applicants requests the Examiners attention to the following: 

EP 1338431 is in the same family as U.S. Publication No. 2003/0230967. JP 

2003-323983 is also in the same family, but this document is not provided herein 

since another English language version in the same family is provided. 

WO 98/12689 is in the same family as U.S. Publication No. 2002/0075422 and 

EP 862156. JP 10-506813, CN 1205096, KR 99-67364 and TW 438992 are also in 
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the same family, but these documents are not cited herein since other English 
language versions in the same family are provided. 

Additionally, please note the references cited on sheet 2 of the attached PTO-Form 
1449 were previously filed or cited, by the Examiner in related application 10/073,284. 
Copies of the documents are enclosed. 

It is requested that the accompanying PTO-1449 be considered and made of record in 
the above-identified application. To assist the Examiner, the documents are listed on the 
attached form PTO-1449. It is respectfiiUy requested that an Examiner initialed copy of this 
form be retumed to the undersigned. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees connected with this filing 
which may be required now, or credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 19-2380. 
(740756-2649) 



NIXON PEABODY LLP 
Suite 900 

401 9* Street, N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004-2128 

Telephone: (202) 585-8000 



RespectfiiUy submitted. 



By- 
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